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December 23, 2003
Marlene H Dortch DEL 2 9 2003
Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission FCC - MAlLROOM
445-12™ Street, SW, Room TW-A306
Washington, D C 20554

Re CC Docket No 96-45, No 99-306, January 1¥ Certification Requirement for Non-Rural Camers

Dear Ms Dortch.

Pursuantto 47 CF R § 54 313, The Mississipp1 Public Service Commussion (“MPSC”) files 1ts required
certification beginmng the Second Quarter of 2004 for Alltel Communications, Inc. — Study Area Code

No. 289010

In accordance with the Federal Communications Commussion s (tFCC™) requirements m Federal/State Joint
Board on Universal Service, Minth Report and Order, Eighteenth Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket
No 96-45, FCC 99-306, the MPSC certifies that Alltel’s proposed use of federal universal service high-
cost support for the year 2004 will be used only for the provision, mantenance, and upgrading of facthiies
and services for which the support 18 intended, consistent with Section 254(e) of the Telecommumcanans

Act of 1996
Atrtached 15 a copy of the Comnussion’s orders in its Docket No 2003-UA-0407

Enclosed 1s a stamped addressed envelope and an additivnal copy of this letter for you to use in forwarding
a stamped filed copy of this correspondence  Thank vou for yow assistance 1n this matter

In accordance with the FCC's mandate, this certification letter 1s also being sent to Irene Flannery,
Universal Service Admimistrative Company
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Michael Callahan, Chairman

e

Robmsen, Vice-Chairman

%4 f PO
Nielsen Cochran, Comnussioner
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Ce lrene Flannery
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BEFORE THE
MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

03-UA-407 INRE: APPLICATION OF ALLTEL
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR

ALLTEL COMMUNICATIONS, DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE

INC. TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER

PURSUANT TO SECTION 214(E)(2) OF
THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1934

ORDER
HAVING COME ON BEFORE the Mississippt Public Service Commission
("Commission") for the consideration of ALLTEL Communications, Inc.'s ("ALLTEL's"}
Rewvised Plan for Utilization of Federal Universal Service Funding for the year 2004 heretofore
submutted to this Commussion by ALLTEL, and after reviewing the Plan and being otherwise

sufficiently advised, this Commassion finds as follows:

L
On May 21, 2003, ALLTEL filed its Application for Designation as an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier ("ETC") under the Telecommunications Act of 1996. ALLTEL was

subsequently designated by the Commission as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier on

December 4, 2003.

II
On December 16, 2003, ALLTEL submitted its mmitial plan for utilization of the Federai

Unrversal Service Fund for the year 2004 for approval by the Commission.
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On December 19, 2003, ALLTEL submitted 1ts revised plan for utilization of the Federal
Universal Service Fund for the year 2004 for approval by the Commission (the "Revised Plan").
This Commussion finds that ALLTEL's Revised Plan for use of federal universal service funds
for the year 2004 in Mississippi is consistent with the principles of Universal Service as outlined
n the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and by the FCC in its Universal Service Order.'

HL.

The Commission, after consultation with the Public Utilities Staff, concludes that
ALLTEL's Revised Plan for utilization of the Federal Universal Service Fund for the year 2004 1s
consistent with the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the pertinent FCC orders.

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED

1. The Commission hereby certifies that ALLTEL's Revised Plan for Utilization of
Federal Universal Service Funding 1s consistent with 47 U.S.C 254(e).

2 ALLTEL shall file quarterly reports with the Commuission providing the status of

umversal service fund expenditures and projects

3 This Order is effective as of the date hereof

‘'Federal - State Joint Board on Universal Service Nmnth Report and Order and Eighteenth
Order on Reconsideration, CC Docket No. 96-45, FCC 99-306, Released November 2, 1999
("Umiversal Service Order"). See generally, paragraphs 93-110.



SO ORDERED, this the ZB day of Mm% , 2003

Chairman Michael Callahan voted , Vice Chairman Bo Robinson voted ﬁ%&/? :

and Commnussioner Nielsen Cochran voted M“] ¢

MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

et Cor

MICHAEL CALLAHAN, CHAIRMAN

// Y .
o A L i)

/ BO ROBINSON, VICE CHAIRMAN

s -,
BY /é/i—’ Aﬁ/f

NIELSEN COCHRAN, COMMISSIONER

BY:

ATTEST - A TRUE COPY

B RAY,
EXECUTIVE SECRET
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BEFORE THE MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

03-UA-0407 INRE: APPLICATION OF ALLTEL
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR
ALLTEL DESIGNATION AS AN ELIGIBLE
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER
PURSUANT TO SECTION 214(E)(2) OF
TC 123138300 THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF
1934
ORDER

THIS DAY, there came on for consideration by the Mississippi Public Service
Comimission ("Commission") the Application of Alltel Communications, Inc. ("ALLTEL") for
designation as a carrier ehgible for federal universal service support pursuant to Section 214(e)
of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 ("TA96") The Comnussion, being fully apprised in the
prermses and having considered the documents, responses of ALLTEL to discovery requests
submitted by the Mississippi Public Utilities Staff ("MPUS"), and the record before 1t, as
authorrzed by law and upon recommendation of the MPUS, finds as follows, to-wit:

1 OnMay 21, 2003, ALLTEL filed with the Commission its Application pursuant to
Section 214(e) of TA96 and Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") Rules 47 C.F.R. §§
54.201 through 54.207, requesting designation as an Eligible Telecommumcations Carrier

("ETC") for 1ts current service area which includes the State of Mississipp: (the "designated

service area").
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2. The Compussion has jurisdiction 10 enter this Order, and entry hereof 18 in the publc
interest.

3. Due and proper notice of the Application was given to all mterested persons as
required by law and the Commussion’s Public Utilities Rules of Practice and Procedure.

4 BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. ("BellSouth") intervened and became a party of
record 1n this matter.

5. ALLTEL holds hcenses to provide cellular mobile radio telephone service in
Mississippi Cellular Market Areas: 106, 173, 252, 494, 497, 498, 499, 502 and 503.

6. Pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 214(e) and FCC Rule 47 C.F.R. § 54.201, to qualify under
federal law as a telecommunications carrier eligible for universal service funding, carriers must
satisfy certain requirements or quahfy for a waver of those requirements. An ETC must offer the
following services:

a  Voice grade access to the public switched network;

b. Access to free of charge "loca! usage" defined as an amount of minutes of use of
exchange service;

c¢. Dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent;

d. Single-party service or its functional equivalent;

e. Access to emergency services;

f.  Access to operator services,

g Access to mterexchange services;

h  Access 10 directory assistance, and

Y07844 1710004 16036
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1. Toll imitations services for qualifying low-income customers

7 Qualified ETCs must offer these services either using their own facilities or a
combination of their own facilities and the resale of services of another facihties-based carrier.
Further, ETCs must advertise the availability of, and the prevailing prices for, the universal
services throughout the area in which they have been designated as an ETC. ALLTEL satisfies
these requirements and shall continue to comply with each of these provisions regarding service
provision and offenings.

8. ALLTEL will implement a program to advertise the availability of the above -
referenced services and related charges using media of general distribution n 1ts certificated
service area as required by Section 254(e)(1)(B) of TA96 and Section 54.201(d}(2) of the FCC's
Rules.

9 The Commission finds that ALLTEL is capable of providing the services required for
ETC designation and is capable of providing such services with an adequate degree of quality.

10. The Commission finds that ALLTEL has committed to serve all subscribers upon
request 1n its designated service area. ALLTEL has committed to provide service either through

its own facilities or a combination of 1ts own facilities and resaie.

1. ALLTEL has not requested ETC designation for the exchanges of small rural carners

(independent telephone companies).

12 The Commission finds that an ETC designation to ALLTEL can at 2 future time be

modified or changed by subsequent Order of this Commission.

13. The Comnussion finds that ETC designation cannot be granted solely based on

JOTELL (/100OE 16036



resale Therefore, the Commussion finds that ALLTEL shall provide service either through 1ts
own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale to all subscribers upon request 1n
i1s designated service area.

The Commission, having junisdiction of the parties and the subject matter, and having
considered ALLTEL's Application and the evidence in support thereof, finds that ALLTEL is
entitled to be granted designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier throughout its
designated service area mn Mississippi based on timely complymmg with all conditions expressed
1 this Order.

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED:

1. ALLTEL is designated an Eligible Telecommunications Carmier throughout jts
current service area which includes the State of Mississippr  ALLTEL shall provide service

ether through 1ts own facilities or a combination of its own facilities and resale to all subscribers

upon request 10 1ts designated service area.
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2 This Commission retains continuing jurisdiction to review, modify, or revoke 1ts
designation of ALLTEL as an ETC. ALLTEL is conditionally designated an Eligible
Telecommunications Carrier throughout the geographical service area served by non-rural
carriers as described m Docket 97-AD-552. This ETC designation is for federal universal service
funds, and is based on federal rules and guidelines as they exist today. Likewise, should the

Universal Service Administrative Company or any other agency revise contribution or

disbursement requirements that would directly impact the State of Mississippi and 1ts consumers,
the Comumuission retains 1ts jurisdiction to review, modify and/or revoke its designation of
ALLTEL as an ETC. Additionally, should any mformation supplied by ALLTEL in this docket

be inaccurate, the designation of ALLTEL as an ETC may be revoked.

3. The entire file of the Commission, as well as all responses to all discovery requests

of the MPUS, are specifically made a part of the record in this matter.

4 This Order 1s effective as of the date hereof.
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SO ORDERED, this the i day of D’Z;ﬂ/;wéf /C. , 2003.

Chairman Michael Callahan voted (g2 Vice Chairman Bo Robinson voted %

Commussioner Nielsen Cochran voted &e’/
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MISSISSIPPI PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

Lt o ——""

L CALLAHAN, Chairman

BO ROBINSON, Vice Chairman

NIELSEN COCHRAN, Commissioner

k_}é&/myﬁ'kw
xecutive Secre
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